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In order not to wake up every day on a new
“Deathly Migration Journeys”

No words can describe the tragedy of the last illegal immigrants “death boat™ that sailed
from northern Lebanon on Tuesday 20/9/2022, and then drowned hours later. It is a
designated crime against humanity that bears the burden of several official non official,
local and international authorities.

Condolences to the families of the victims, as a moral duty and human solidarity, is also
not enough, but it’s necessary to look at this ongoing tragedy, in its multiple dimensions,
especially the root cause that pushed those marginalized civilians to take a risky ride,
dangerous journey in the death boats, as if death by drowning has become less painful
than the daily rough life they are living.

Lately, death has united Lebanese, Palestinians and Syrians, and this is the newest about
the criminal “death boats” while this deadly journeys had started since 2014, and since
that time, the Mediterranean Sea has swallowed the lives of hundreds of Palestinian and
Syrian refugees whom were looking for a shelter away from the dangers of wars,
isolation, marginalization and the undeclared policy of expulsion practiced by the official
authorities in Lebanon towards the Palestinian refugees; the inefficiency and even
corruption of the of the PLO and the various factions; the international community and its
procrastination in finding a permanent solution to the issue of the Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, who fall under the jurisdiction of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), whose mandate over them has been
revoked or neglected, especially the protection clause, while the relief clause reached its
lowest level, amid a quarterly threat of the bankruptcy of this international organization,
due to its dependence mainly on voluntary funding by states; and last but not least, the
smugglers, death dealers who gamble with the lives of frustrated people, and those who
stand behind them, because such a death trade Individuals cannot do it without someone
behind them who is able to cover them up.

PHRO has always raised up this issue since the migration by land and sea, started in
2014, and lunched the term “death journeys ", has came up with recommendations to end
the tragedy of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon in particular, and it repeating these
recommendations to put an end to the continuous bleeding to lives of those people.

e Lebanese authorities must open a serious and transparent investigation and
bringing those involved to justice
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e Lebanese authorities must stop the consecutive non stay policies towards the
Palestinian refugees.

e PLO and the Palestinian factions must bear their responsibilities towards the
Palestinian refugees.

e The International bodies must play a role on Palestinian refugees’ protection,
relief and employment, and finding a sustainable solution to UNRWA'’s fund.

e All parties and stakeholders should joint efforts and work on: reopening the labor
market for Palestinian refugees in the countries of the region; facilitating the
conditions for legal immigration and family unification for them, and opening the
door for their resettlement in a third country, just like the rest of the refugees. In
this context, PHRO welcomes the recommendation that came in the joint
statement of the IOM , UNHCR and UNRWA dated 23/9/2022, “ we must work
together to increase safe and legal pathways to regular migration to help reduce
lost of life and protect variable people on the move”

PHRO is about to issue a detailed report on illegal immigration and its consequences,
discusses in depth its causes and those responsible for it, which include, in addition to
detailed suggestions and recommendations, mechanisms of action.

PHRO is an independent non-governmental organization, established in 1997, recognized in
Lebanon under registration no. 36/AD and works for promoting, protecting and defending the
Human Rights of the Palestinian Refugees in MENA region. PHRO is a member of the
international Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights
Network (EuroMED rights) and the Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR).
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